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Scenario  Self-serve 
(Free)  

Consult 
Required 
(May have 
recharge)  

IRB 
needed 

Requires 
MyResearch 
account or other 
secure 
environment 

Includes 
clinical 
notes 

UC Health data 
available in 
addition to UCSF 
data 

Counts Yes  No  No No No Yes  

De-ided data Yes  No  No No  No  Yes * 

Limited data 
(pSCANNER) 

No  Yes  Yes Yes No Yes * 

Id’ed data 
(VA) 

No  Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes * 

Recruit No  Yes  Yes Yes No Yes * 
 

* Process to obtain data from UC Health sites can be very lengthy 
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Multi-Institutional Electronic Health Data 



•  Need for EHR standardization + interoperability 

•  UCSF and VA involvement in PCORnet 

•  Importance of OMOP Common Data Model 
 
•  Using VA data for health services research 

Outline 
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What was the average white blood cell count?  
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http://loinc.org 

Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes 
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What was the average white blood cell count?  
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http://www.pcornet.org/ 
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http://pscanner.ucsd.edu/ 
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http://pscanner.ucsd.edu/ 
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http://pscanner.ucsd.edu/ 
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OMOP = Observational Medical Outcomes Partnership 
 

SQL = Structured Query Language 
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OMOP Implementations 

 > 600 Million Patients 
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www.ohdsi.org                       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGdqGOQNkuM  
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Standardized vocabularies (open source): 
http://vocabqueries.omop.org/ 

à find a condition by keyword 
à find a drug 
à find a lab test 
à find a procedure 

Standardized queries (open source): 
http://cdmqueries.omop.org/ 

à  find number of patients with condition 
à  determine mortality rate after diagnosis 
à  find number of patients on medication 
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https://www.virec.research.va.gov/ 
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Abstract presented Nov 2015 
Am Medical Informatics Assoc 

2000 to 2015 
•  16 million unique patients 
•  11 million w/ at least one encounter 
•  5 million deaths 
•  3 billion procedures 
•  2.5 billion conditions 
•  973,000 providers 
•  9 million current enrollees 
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https://accelerate.ucsf.edu/consult/vadata 
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https://accelerate.ucsf.edu/consult/vadata 

Please note that obtaining access to VA 
data may require up to 40 hours of your 
time over a period of 3 to 6 months prior to 
starting any data analysis.  
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•  EHR interoperability critical for healthcare 

•  UC Health and VA ahead of the curve 
 
•  National VA data available for clinical research 

Closing 
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